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Please submit  articles or photos for the newsletter to rjacobs@astoriabank.com. 

Contact Barbara at bviola@viotechsolutions.com if you would like to volunteer or be 

on a committee. 

 

On February 26 we   
enjoyed a tour of     
Highstreet IT’s Network 
Operations Center 
(NOC) in Islandia.  
Thank you to Mike 
Mortenson and High-
street IT for hosting us. 

Tour of Highstreet IT Network Operations Center  



 In December, we also held our annual elections for our board and welcomed the following new board members:  Bob 
Barone – EVP, Dawari Longjohn- Co-Chair Programs, Risé Jacobs – Newsletter Chair, Tannasia Gonzalez – Awards 
Chair, Lee Shuett – Co-Chair Registration, Heath Saminsky—Co-Chair Public Relations.  We also did our planning of 
events for the year and had an enthusiastic group of AITP members who attended this member-only event. 

We also were informed at the end of the year that our Chapter had won the coveted “AITP National Outstanding Chap-
ter of the Year”.  This was a first in our 65 year history. In order to celebrate, we held a very-well attended Celebration 
cocktail party at the Northport Yacht Club in January ‘16 to share this news with our membership. We also presented a 
quick session on how to effectively network at events such as this.  

In February, we held a members-only site visit to HighStreet IT, hosted by Michael Mortensen, our Co- Chair Member-
ship, and explored the topic of Cloud Computing. In March, we presented the “Internet of Things” and were fortunate to 
include on our panel, Ben Pring from Cognizant and author of “Code Halo”, Davor Dokonal of AED, Mark Martin- Princi-
pal Sales Consultant, Oracle America and Dr. Nikhil Yadav – St. John’s University!  

Finally, our Chapter recently learned that we were fortunate to win the AITP National Chapter Membership Contest, 
and our chapter has won funds to help us increase our chapter membership. In conjunction with this, we are offering 
our members $25/person for any new professional members that you refer to our chapter who join from April through 
June ‘16. We also have a special incentive for our top recruiters for this and will be offering special incentives for those 
who bring in the most new members.. 

Hope to see you at our April 19th- Healthcare IT meeting at K Pacho restaurant! 

Best, 

Barbara Viola 
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Letter from AITP-Long Is land President  

“We are trying 

this new time 

and format 

that was 

suggested by 

our members”  

Hi Everyone!  Happy Spring. As usual, things are very busy and productive for our AITP 
Long Island Chapter, and we have much to share with you.  

We are looking forward to our April 19th Healthcare IT meeting on “Healthcare: Connect-
ing and Protecting the Data”, featuring   Virginia Lorenzi, Manager – HIT Standards & 
Collaborations – New York Presbyterian Hospital,  Fred Rahmanian, Principal Data Sci-
entist & Development Manager, IBM Watson Health and   Joseph Hobbs, Regional CIO, 
NetApp. The meeting is being held from 4:00 – 7:00pm at K Pacho- a popular Mexican-
themed restaurant in the New Hyde Park/ Floral Park area. We are trying this new time 
and format that was suggested by our members at our Annual Planning meeting in De-
cember. We will be serving hors d’oeuvres and soft drinks, with a cash bar. We hope that 
you can join us for this GREAT meeting! 

Please save the date for our May 17th Annual CIO Panel and Showcase luncheon. We 
are in the process of putting this panel together – so be on the lookout for our upcoming 
flyers. Also please put our Annual Boat Trip on your calendar for 6/24 on the Lauren Kris-
ty Paddlewheel out of the Bay Shore Marina – we will be presenting a security panel and 
it’s another of our ‘can’t be missed’ events!  

We had a busy and event  fourth quarter in 2015, hosting  a meeting on Cybersecurity in 
September,  Data Analytics in October, Our Annual Technology Showcase and Econom-
ic Forecast  in November and a Comedy Club Social in  December. Additionally, we host-
ed a Career SIG meeting that focused on “How to Maximize your Professional and social 
networking skills” in December. 



AITP members were both excited 
and frightened on March 22 by the 
future of the connected person, as 
described by our illustrious    
speakers: Ben Pring, Cognizant, 
Davor Dodonal, AED, Mark Martin, 
Oracle America & Nikhil Yadav, St. 
John’s University.  This was our 
first event at the Black Forest 
Brew Haus as we tried out the new 
4:00 to 7:00 timeslot.   

scholarships at $500 each 
for a total of $3500. 
 
We need volunteers to 
help with the 50/50 raffles, 
so that we can help the 
children and grandchildren 
of AITP members to    
further their education. 
Wouldn't it be great if we 
can give out more $$$? 
Our LI chapter has quite a 
few more events coming 
up. To assist with the 

We are actively looking 
for volunteers for the  
Education Committee. 
 
At our March 22 event, 
The Internet of Things, 
we raised $227 for our 
scholarship fund with the 
50/50 raffle. 
Last year, we raised 
$335 towards the    
scholarship fund on our 
annual boat trip in May. 
In 2015 we awarded 7 

50/50 raffles at one of 
these events please     
contact Debra Wakefield at 
wakefid@sunysuffolk.edu 

or (631) 451-4503. 
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Education Committee needs  he lp  ra is ing $ for  Scholarship  Fund  

Internet of Things  event Amazed Us  



Current chapter members will receive $25 for each new AITP professional member that joins based on 
their referral. (expired and student members  not included).  

Corporate Sponsors: 

Astoria Bank    Bronze 

Custom Computer Specialists  Bronze 

Henry Schein    Bronze 

mindSHIFT Technologies  Bronze 

 

Educational Sponsors: 

New York Institute of Technology Gold 

St. John's    Gold 

Adelphi University   Silver 

Suffolk County Community College Silver 
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Thank You to Our Sponsors :  

Membership Specials Limited Time Only!                           

   (Expire 6/30/16) 

AITP-LI has taken a number of steps to increase membership in our Chapter.  We believe this benefits current 
members by allowing greater opportunities to network while giving our Chapter representation from more          
prestigious organizations from Long Island and New York City. 

Referral Rewards! 

Best Recruiter Bonus Bucks! 

Additionally, chapter members who solicit at least five professional members are eligible for a prize. First-
place solicitor receives a $200 bonus; second place solicitor receives a $100 bonus; third-place solicitor    
receives a $50 bonus.  

New Member Raffles! 

New members from this campaign enter a special raffle when they attend a chapter event during the contest 
period. Former members who re-join with discount below not eligible..  

Former Member Discount! 

Do you know former AITP members?  Individuals who reactivate their professional membership in the contest 
period will receive $50 from the chapter.  (membership must have lapsed before 8/1/2015 to qualify) 



Our Chapter currently has approximately 210 members, and we remain one of the largest Chapters in the AITP 
national organization. We also have 8 Corporate and Institutional Members, and our general membership repre-
sents well over 100 international, national and local companies, colleges and universities.   

We firmly believe our success has come about by working to serve the needs of our membership for education 
and networking opportunities. 

 

 

Page 5  

Welcome New Members!  

Membership Update 

First Name Last Name Job Title Organization 

Dan Evans Professor ACM 

Casey O'Connor Chief Technology Officer Platinum Rye Entertainment 

David Pfister Director - Global Distributed Infrastructure Russell Reynolds Associates 

Robert Curtis  Self Employed 

Carolyn Gulotta None None at Present 

Michael Devlin Coordinator of Information Systems Hofstra University 

Raymond Silk Director of Sales - Northeast Infinite Convergence 

Marni Swickle IT Sales Consultant All Covered 

Jonathan Cerezo CIO Covenant Dove LLC 

Jennifer Sniffen Lead Analyst Bimbo Bakeries USA, Inc. 

Dean Nardone Principal Phoenix Search Group, Ltd. 

Kevin Ruthen Head of Software AIP Publishing 

Kenneth Budd Director, IT Global VMO Zebra Technologies 

Fredrick McKenna Principal Orion Consulting 

Stuart  Schneider   

James Dipelesi Principal JRD Technical Associates 

Giselle Young Technical Sales Manager Oracle 

Evan Krakauer Sales Director DATAVAIL 

Kenneth Klunder Regional Account Manager GNet Solutions 

Michael Herring Director NSFocus 

Alexander Yu Insurance Agent Liberty Mutual Insurance 

Bill Fleming Sales Manager JRD Technical Associates 

Lance Paglierani Director ISG 



Submit your Application with our 
NEW Online Form. 

The Board of the 
AITP-LI chapter 
takes pleasure in 
announcing that, 
once again this 
year, will be 
awarding       
scholarships to 
graduating high 

school seniors and currently    
enrolled college students who are 
children or grandchildren of active 
AITP-LI members.  Over the past 
35 years, the AITP has awarded 
over $90,000 in scholarships to 
deserving students.  This year's 
application can now be submitted 
online.   "Education is an         
investment in your future. Once 
you have earned your degree, no 
one can take that away from you." 
Said Debra Wakefield, AITP's Ed-
ucation Committee Co-chair.   

Dr. Ying Liu, AITP's Education 
Committee Co-chair, stated that 
"It is the Scholarship Committee's 

great honor to award the best 
graduating high school sen-
iors and students in colleges 
and universities to assist them 
to pursue their college 
dreams." 

In addition to the scholarship 
awards, honorees and a guest 
are invited to attend, as our 
guest, one of the AITP's Most 
Anticipated Events - the Annu-
al the CIO Panel Luncheon 
and Educational Showcase on 
May 17th.  The students will 
be recognized for their award, 
get an exclusive Meet and 
Greet with our CIO Panelists, 
and the opportunity to network 
with AITP members and edu-
cational showcase partners.  

Sponsoring AITP members 
must have been a profession-
al member for at least one 
year at the time of application 
submittal. To qualify, spon-
sored applicants must be full 
time   students at an accredit-
ed      college or must be high 

school seniors already accepted 
by an accredited college. Previ-
ous AITP scholarship recipients 
are not eligible. An AITP mem-
ber may sponsor only one stu-
dent application annually. 

Submit your 2016 Scholarship 
Application Form online (http://
aitp-li.org/scholarship).  The 
deadline date for submission is 
April 24th, 2016.  Notification of 
winning applications will be 
made by May 6th, 2016.  

Questions may be addressed to: 

scholarship@aitp-li.org  or call 
our Education Committee       
Co-Chairs, Dr. Ying Liu at      
(718) 990-2035 or Debra    
Wakefield at (631)451-4503.  

2015 was truly an outstanding year for our chapter. Not only did we qualify for the Chapter Outstanding Perfor-
mance Award (COPA), the Regional Outstanding Performance Award (ROPA) but we were awarded AITP’s highest 
award:   “The AITP Chapter of the Year” 

In addition, we presented seven members with their Individual Performance Award (IPA).       The IPA award is a 
way of recognizing members for their individual achievements and dedication to the ideals of the local chapter and 
the AITP Association. The following are the AITP – Long Island Chapter recipients:  

 
Name     Award    Membership Date 
Don Boyle    Lifetime                1961 
Genevieve C. Smallwood Brown  Triple Diamond   1986 
Ken Mole    Bronze    1999 
Joseph De Carlo   Double Diamond  2001 
John Impagliazzo   Gold    2001 
Risé F. Jacobs    Silver    2002 
Robert A. Barone   Double Diamond  2003 
 
2015 was a fantastic year for the Chapter and I am certain 2016 will be even better. 
 

John A. Sena, AITP – LI Awards Chair 2015  
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AITP-LI Awards for 2015  

2016 AITP-LI Charlene Smallwood Brown Scholarship Awards  

Application Period is  OPEN 

http://aitp-li.org/scholarship
http://aitp-li.org/scholarship


 

April 19, 2016 Healthcare: Connecting & Protecting the Data at K-Pacho 

May 17, 2016 Annual CIO Panel and Showcase Luncheon 

June 24, 2016 Annual Boat Trip on the Lauren Kristy Paddlewheel  
   out of the Bay Shore Marina 

 

Save the Dates : 

Business Name 

 
 

 
 

We value your membership with us.  That is why we are continuously seeking ways to enhance the value of your    
AITP-LI membership.  One of the ways we try to add value to your membership is by securing significant discounts on     
business services and educational programs that promote personal and professional growth.  These benefits are not 
available to the general public.   
 
To take advantage of these great offers, please contact Ken Mole (kenmole@aol.com), Membership Committee         
Co-Chair.  Ken will put you in touch with the appropriate contact person at each organization.   
 
As always, we encourage our members who are interested in offering discounted programs and/or services to the  
AITP-LI chapter members to contact Ken.   
 

National Discount Programs: 
 
Our national organization has arranged discounts from several major companies in the IT world, including Microsoft, 
Dell and others.  Please see http://www.aitp.org and then click on “Educational Alliances and Partners”, on the top of 
the screen. 
 

Local Discount Programs Offered by our Chapter: 
 
Business and Financial Services:  

 
Liberty Mutual is offering discounts for auto and homeowner ’s insurance. 
 
Vanguard Funding is a full service mortgage bank offering expertise in every area of mortgage lending - from 

purchase to refinance to construction lending – and is offering to reimburse property appraisals, to a maximum of 
$500 off closing costs, for AITP-LI member mortgage loans that they close. 

 
Education and Training: 
 
NETCOM Learning provides authorized IT and Soft Skills training and certification to    
     corporations, government agencies and individuals.  NETCOM has offered to pay for a     
     yearly membership to ATIP-LI plus a number of meeting attendances for members who  
              take NETCOM courses through their companies. 

COMPTIA provides discounts for IT training and licensing programs. 
 
Note, there may be conditions associated with these offers and some offers may become discontinued by the organiza-
tion offering the discount.   

mailto:kenmole@aol.com

